Soviet Jewry - Kit V Student Connection
Contributed by: Enid L. Wurtman's Soviet Jewry Archives on the History of the
Zionist Movement from the Soviet Union

During the 1970s and 80s, North American students just like you become involved in
advocacy. Read as a class some of the ways students connected the Jewish holidays to
their activism on behalf of Soviet Jews trying to emigrate.

S1MCHAT TORAM

Students €hould be enccuraged —o participate in local
carmunity celebrations, held in solidar-ty with Soviet Jeweo.

CHANUEAL

Soviet Juws are the 'modern-day' Maccakee = the ' frewdam
fighters o this generation. Tarallcle can %@ made Eetween
the Maccabees ve the Greeks; and Sovist Jows ve the Scviet
System; whese goal s assimilation.

PURTM

rne experience of the Jew in Persia and his ercounter wi;p
Arti-gemnitism can be compared with the present-day situacion
for Jews in the USSR,

PRSACH

The “xodus of the Jews from Eqgypt ie similar Lo the Soviet
Jaw#ish Emigration Movement today.

A 'ma-zoh mailout', can be vrganized many weeks bclore
Passover; whoreby small pieces of MATIOH can be mailed in
envslopes to zhe Boviet Consulate ur Fubassy. Letters er.cLosed
whoulldl ask tha- these picces of Matzah be delivered to Goviet
Jows, who do not have a sutticient amount, in order Lhal. Lhey
may celebrates h-s important holiday, as in the trad.tlons of
their forefathers.

A 'symzclic sader’ could be teld invelving the whc?lc sct)ool
where a tclepacne call could be pleced to the Sovigt Union.
(Numbara can osc cbtained by your lucal Sovie: Jewry Committce,
and their assisztance could be obtained im placing the call.)
¢iudents might decide tc involve the class or school in a '
"ehird seder' at the Co=an_ate or Embassy, or strategic location
in their cowmuni.v, and to invite memzers of the PRESS, in arder
tCc gain publicity Jor Soviet Tewry. The fogus of this seder
could be on YOUER adopted refussnik.



b)

WHAT WE CAK DO

ACTION ! ! ! ON BBHALF OF SOVIEY JEWRY

There are many different forme of ACTICN which can be irplemented
en behalf of Soviet Jewry, sone of which will be outlined as follows:

a) "WRITE-OR"

- furnishes students with names and addresses of
children cf refuseniks, 8o that any student may
correspond with a Rusaian student.

The purpose is to involve students and ta educate them te

the plicht of Soviet Jewry: to let sovies Jews know that they
have not been forgotten; +o inform the Soviet authorities

that we are avare of what they are doing L0 cur brothers and
sisters in the Soviet Union; and tc press our Canadian Governwent
to lnsist that the Soviets honour their International commitments.

- display photograph of PCC cor refusenik, prowminently

in the classroom or schocl

write regularly = bi=wonthly or weekly*

write to Saviet Ambassador or Consul-General

write to Canadian members of Parllament

write to relatives of the adepted POC or refusenik

 inferming them of the adoption

- wear bracelets bearing the name of your FCOU (they are
svailable from your local Soviet Jewry committee)

letters to Boviet Jews should include informaticn about Israel,
Jgvigh holidays, etc.

te.¢.: Bialik High Scheol in Montreal has adopted Leonid

Drailovsky. Big buttons were printed reading:
OTALIE FOR BRAILCVSKY, and were sold to the students.)

DIARY

- ag an irdividual or class assignment, students can
compile a Diary of ONE day or WEEX in the life of a
goviet Jew. This could e an Enligh Composition
lesson, and the best could be submitted to a local
community nawspaper.



‘rc) SOVIET JEWRY POSTER CONTEST

- this could be adapted tc any grade or to an entire
school, with a specific theme

(e.g.: sample of flyer for ¥ontreal Poster Contest, with
the therme® being FREEDOM.)

d) SOVIET JEWRY DAY

- gtudents can play-act, as if they were living in
the Seviet Unicn; through skits or discussion groups.

- films can be cbtained from local Boviet Jewry groups
and shown to the students.

e) SOVIET JEWRY COLLAGE OR MOSALC

- can be created on felt or burlap, using abstract or
real asymbols.

©.g.: Mogen Davié in chaina; freedom flag (rocyal blue
hackground with a large white moger david in the
centre;) map of Russia with arrow pointing te Israel;
barbed wire depicting imprisonment, etoc.

£} SOVIET JEWRY BULLITIN BOARD

- te contain newe about Jews in the USSR; about POCs
and Refuseniks

- articles founsd inthe newspaper about vigils or

. demonstratiaons

- column on Soviet Jewry could be prepared periodically
for the schocl or local newsgaper

J g) ROUTE TO PREEDOM GAME *

- a game of ‘'escape' from the Soviet Unicn; created by
Shoshana Ramm, 2 young Soviet Jewish girl, who played
the game and won.

* (gane can be ordered from the Boaxrd of Jewish Educaticn;
g
New York --- sce enclosed)



JEWISH HOLIDAYS

Parallels can ba drawn between Jewish holidays and the situaticn
for Saviet Jews teday. It is at "holiday time' when they most
need to be cemerbered. Scheol or class programs can be organized
around the velebration of a holiday; (mailing of cards ox leLiers,
and/or placing a-telephone call to YOUR refusenik family.)

STVCHAT TORAH

geudantz should be encouraged to participate in local
community celenratiens, held in solidarity with Soviet Jews.

Eoviet Jews ave the 'modern=day' Maccebee - the '[reedcm
ightere of this generation. Parallels can be made between
the Maccabecs ve the Greeka: and Soviet Jews vs the Scviet
System; whosa goal is assimilation.

PURIM

The experience of the Jew in Pcrsia and hiz encounter wilh
Anti-semitiem can be cumspared with the present-day situvation
for Jews in the USSR.

FESACH

Tha Exodus of the Jews from Egypt is similar to the Soviet
Jewish Emicration Movemcnt Lcday.

A 'matzoh mailoul', can be organized many weeks before
Passover; whereby small pieces of MATZOH can ke mailed in
envelopes to the Soviet Consulate ox Zmbassy. Letters enclosed
sheuld ask that these pieces of Matzah be delivered Lo Soviet
Jews, who do noct have a sufficient amount, in crder that they

may celebrate this important holiday, as 2n the traditions of
their forefathers.

A 'symbolic sedex' cculd be held involving the whole school
where a telephone call could be placed to the Soviet Union.
(Numbers ean be cbtained by your local Soviet Jewry Committee,
and their assistance could ke obtained in placing the call.)
Students might decide to involve the class or school in a

‘third seder' at the Consulate or Zmbassy, or strabegic location
in +heir community, and to invite members oI the PRESS, in order
to gain publicity for Soviet Jewzy. The focus of this seder
cculd be on YOUR adopted refusenik.






