Refuseniks: Redeeming Captives Source Sheet

The First Case of Redeeming Captives

Genesis 14:8-16

(8) And the king of Sodom went
out, [as did] the king of Gomorrah,
and the king of Admah, and the
king of Zeboiim, and the king of
Bela, who is Zoar; and they set up
for battle in the valley of Siddim;
(9) against Kedarlaomer king of
Elam, and Tidal king of Goiim, and
Amraphel king of Shinar, and
Arioch king of Ellasar; four kings
against the five. (10) Now the
valley of Siddim was full of slime
pits; and the kings of Sodom and
Gomorrah fled, and they fell there,
and those that remained fled to the
mountain. (11) And they took all
the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah,
and all their food, and left. (12) And
they took Lot, Abram’s brother’s
son, who lived in Sodom, and his
property, and departed. (13) And
one person who escaped came and
told Abram the Hebrew, who lived
by the trees Mamrei the Amorite,
brother of Eshcol, and brother of
Aner; and they were in a contract
with Abram. (14) And when
Abram heard that his brother
was taken captive, he led forth the
trained men born in his house,
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three hundred and eighteen [of
them], and pursued [Lot's
captors] as far as Dan. (15) And at
night he divided himself and his
servants [into two groups], and
destroyed [their enemies], and
pursued them until Chovah, which
is to the left of Damascus. (16) And
he brought back all the property,
and also brought back his brother
Lot, and his property, and the
women also, and the people.

The Halacha

Bava Batra 8b:1

redeeming captives is a great
mitzvah.

Tosafot on Bava Batra 8b:1:1

It's stated that one is not supposed
to sell a Sefer Torah unless to Study
Torah or to get married. But it does
not say that we can sell it to
"redeem captives." Why not? (being
that it's such a "great" mitzvah").
It's self-explanatory and didn't
even have to be stated.

Mishneh Torah, Gifts to the Poor 8:10
(10) Redeeming captives takes
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precedence over feeding and
clothing the poor. And there is no
commandment as great as
redeeming captives, for a captive
is among the hungry, thirsty,
naked, and is in mortal danger.
And one who averts one’s eyes
from redeeming him/her violates,
"You shall not harden your heart,
and you shall not shut your hand,"
and, "Do not stand by your brother's
blood," and "You shall not work
him with hard labor before your
eyes," and has neglected the
commandment, "You shall surely
open your hand to him," and the
commandment, "And your brother
shall live with you," "And you
shall love your fellow as yourself,"
"Save those who are take to death,"
and many like these. And there is
no great commandment like
redemption of captives.

Mishneh Torah, Gifts to the Poor 8:12

We do not redeem captives for
more than they are worth
(going-rate, so to speak) to
"preserve society." So that the
enemies should not pursue people to
capture them (in order to receive a
big reward). Similarly, you

",:In

noIInY oTip oA 1178 (1)
17173 -n:m 1‘7 TR 1mo:’71 oy
N'I'I "'1'! "’I:IW'IV) n”'u:nzi ]'I"'IDD
DI DORDET) D729 292
D'7ynD1 NI N1203 T

7Y Miy N7 D DirTon 1Yy
NX YAXN X?" (T 10 DM2T)
W"T DK Yorm X1 1227
DT 7Y TRyn X7" (TV V! m?'l)
X" (AJ nd X' W1 "
nixn 7021 "']']'.U'? ARDLEREERE
(N'10 D'n'r) (N 10 D2T)
niyn "7 1T DX NR9A NNO°
Sy nxen! (17 N> X))
1;73? PR (D' 0* NP
'7\n|" (X' T2 "7un) "'rm:
DT NI "NAY n'n7'7
11192 127 7Xn 1‘7 TR 1982
D"?'I:lt{f

o1y mina Mok AN e
"

A DAY DX T 'R (A1)
74 .02 PR 2190 [T Y
DOIOX '9TiN DALND 11!
NX |'N2N 'XI .DNIAYY

N7¢ D7IVD [PR 1910 DHAYN


https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah,_Gifts_to_the_Poor.8.10
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah,_Gifts_to_the_Poor.8.12
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah,_Gifts_to_the_Poor.8.12
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah,_Gifts_to_the_Poor.8.12

shouldn't help captives escape to
"preserve society," so that the
enemy should not increase the
hardship and surveillance (of the
remaining captives).
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Can We Redeem at all Costs? Three Opinions

Gittin 58a:9-10

The Rabbis taught: It once
happened that Rabbi Yehoshua the
son of Chananya was travelling to a
great city in Rome. They said to
him, "There is a baby in the prison
who has beautiful eyes and a fine
appearance, and his locks are
arranged in curls".

[Rabbi Yehoshua] went and stood
by the door of the prison, [and he]
said ([quoting] Isaiah 42:24), "Who
has given Jacob over as loot and
Israel to the robbers?" That baby
responded [quoting the continuation
of the verse], "Is it not God [who
punished us]...for this:...We sinned
against Him, and our fathers did not
go in His ways and they did not
listen to His Torah".

[Rabbi Yehoshua] said, "I am
certain that he will teach the law in
Israel; [I swear] by the Temple
service that I will not move from
here until I have redeemed him for
whatever [amount of ] money that

P-:R 171 PO

|2 VYIN' "2 nwyn A'n
NNaY 717a 0% 1w nman
N2 WTAXR PN 17 NNX
'NIN 2101 D'V NO' ,DMIONN
".0"7N7N 17 NNITO NN
N2 NNOS 7y Ty 7

(T2 ,An IN'YY') MK DMIOKRN
7N QY No'wNn? M m"
712'N INIXK " 701y D'TTIAY7

J7 AIRLONLIT N RN N
IVNY X71,7170 'TA 12X N7
"INIna

NINY 12 '2NLaM" NN

'1'NY NTIAVN 7RIWR RN
1NN 722 NTORWY TV KON 1T
DWUN 7T X7 NNAX "'V |'7oIoY
I'N X71,N270 [INNQ IKTOW TV
NXIIN MINY TY |'vyIn D'
SNWD

11


https://www.sefaria.org/Gittin.58a.9-10

they demand." JYIN 2 7RYNnY N
They say that he did not move from

there until he had redeemed [the
baby] with a large [amount of]
money, and it was only a short time
before he was teaching the law in
Israel.

And who was he?

Rabbi Yishmael the son of Elisha.

Pischei Teshuvah (4):

Eshel Avraham says that Nachalas Shiv'ah proves that when there is
concern lest captives assimilate or be killed, we redeem without concern
for the Tzibur's money. Yad Eliyahu says that even then we do not redeem
for more than the value. Beis Hillel says that we do when there is mortal
danger, for one who neglects to redeem transgresses "Do not profit by the
blood of your fellow." One must forfeit all his money to avoid transgressing a
Lav (OC Sof 656).

Rav Tzvi Schachter, ''"The
boundaries of the state and its =970 T ,0OW 32X 297

", Beikvei HaT . 206-2
wars'', Beikvei HaTzon, pp. 206-208 1y JRET 2Py ,"n’mnnbm
At the end of the Summer in 5730
-1

[1970], Arab terrorists seized two
planes filled with Jewish tourists 1091 ,7"UnN N1wa YN 9101
returning from Israel to America, and DINYIX YW DY D'YUONINY
took them to Jordan, and threatened to
kill them all. And amongst the
captives was the Gaon HaRav ,n|7"]TJN'7 hells YORN
Yitzchak Hutner (of blessed memory), D'N'"'NN I ,|T1l'7 op'™7Inl
the head of the Yeshiva Rabbeinu
Chaim Berlin (in the United States).
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And so the rich students to collect
several million dollars outside the
United States to hand over this fortune
to the Arab terrorists on condition that
they release the Rabbi...And
[according to] what Tosfot writes there
(Starting with the words "We do not"),
[in the case of] a captive who
[possesses] great wisdom, it is
permissible to redeem them for more
than their worth.

And there were some Rabbis who
thought that this law was applicable to
HaRav Yitzchak Hutner as a great
scholar, and that he should therefore
be redeemed for more than his worth.
But HaRav Yaacov Kaminetzky
argued that this law was not applicable
at all [in this case]. [This was because
the laws regarding] the redemption of
captives are only [applicable] at a time
of peace, but at a time of war it is
impossible to say that we are obligated
to stop fighting on condition that we
redeem the prisoners with money..
[Rather, one cannot redeem captives
in this situation] because then we
would be helping our enemies in the

middle of the war, since this large
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monetary gift to our enemies would "9 by 99 "-mn'pnn YEARI ARY
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their position in the war.



